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The Monterey Regional Waste Management District (MRWMD) applied for a
variance to allow the disposal of 23,000 tons of hazardous lead-contaminated wood
debris in the landfill.  The waste will be generated from the demolition of 573
wooden buildings built around World War II at the former Fort Ord.  DTSC found
that this lead contaminated waste meets the criteria to be classified as special waste.
Special waste is waste with levels of contaminants less than federal hazardous waste
regulatory limits, but high enough to qualify as California-only hazardous waste, and
which presents a low level of  hazard to surface water and groundwater.

The variance addresses only the disposal of the special waste in the landfill and does
not involve the approval of  the demolition activities at the former Fort Ord. For
questions regarding the demolition of  the 573 buildings, please contact the Fort Ord
Reuse Authority at (831) 883-3672.

Public Involvement
F A C T   S H E E T ,  October 2005

Monterey Peninsula Landfill
Draft Special Waste Disposal Variance
Available for Review

Typical wooden building at the Former Fort Ord

Public Workshop
October 24, 2005, 7:00 p.m.  –  9:30 p.m.

Marina City Hall, 211 Hillcrest Avenue, Marina, California  93933

Public Review and Comment Period
October 11, 2005 to November 10, 2005

Please send written comments to
Department of Toxic Substances Control

Attn:  Ms. Li Tang, Project Manager
P.O. Box 806, Sacramento, CA  95812-0806

You may also e-mail comments to ltang@dtsc.ca.gov
Comments Due:  November 10, 2005 (postmarked) at 5:00 p.m.

For more information, contact Ms. Kris Escarda, Public Participation
Specialist at (916) 255-6683 or kescarda@dtsc.ca.gov

The Department of  Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC) invites you to review
and comment on the Draft Special
Waste Disposal Variance for the Class
III (non-hazardous) Monterey
Peninsula Landfill (MPL). This landfill
is located at 14201 Del Monte
Boulevard, Marina, California,
approximately two miles north of the
city limits of Marina.
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What is being proposed?

Monterey Regional Waste Management District
(MRWMD) submitted an application to DTSC for
disposal of lead-contaminated hazardous waste at its
non-hazardous Monterey Peninsula Landfill. The waste
will be generated from the demolition of 573 uninhab-
itable wooden buildings at the former Fort Ord. The
landfill is located in Monterey County, approximately
one mile east of State Route 1 and two miles north of
the city limits of Marina.

Location of Monterey Peninsula Landfill

Background

The project involves the disposal of hazardous waste –
special waste generated from the former Fort Ord.
Typically, hazardous waste must be disposed of  at an
authorized hazardous waste landfill as required by
federal and state laws. There are a few exceptions. The
exception that applies in this case is that special waste
may be disposed at a non-hazardous waste landfill if:

· DTSC classifies the waste as special waste;
· DTSC approves a disposal variance; and
· The landfill’s Waste Discharge Requirements are

revised by the Regional Water Quality Control Board.

The landfill’s Solid Waste Facility Permit must also allow
disposal of the special waste. The Monterey County
Department of Health and the California Integrated
Waste Management Board oversee that permit.

MRWMD must follow waste disposal regulations for
municipal landfills. These regulations require that new
landfills and lateral expansion of existing landfills be
constructed with a liner to protect groundwater.
Portions of  this landfill have a liner system as well as a
leachate collection and removal system. Leachate refers

to the liquids that seep through disposed wastes to the
bottom of the landfill. Without a liner and a collection
and removal system, leachate and dissolved contami-
nants could migrate to the underlying groundwater.

The special waste consists of wood debris with lead-
based paint from the former Fort Ord buildings. Other
types of hazardous waste in the buildings, which contain
asbestos, polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs), and mercury
are not part of the special waste. These other wastes will
not be handled at this landfill, but will be transferred to an
authorized hazardous waste landfill. Some clean compo-
nents without lead-based paint are also not part of the
special waste and may be recycled.

Special Waste Determination and Sampling

DTSC had the lead contaminated waste from the 573
buildings analyzed. Analytical results showed that the
primary hazard associated with this waste is leaching of
lead contaminants to surface water and groundwater.
Using the federal test method, the average soluble lead
concentration in the special waste is 2.32 mg/l, which is
less than the federal limit for hazardous waste. Using
the State’s test method, the average soluble lead
concentration is 49.48 mg/l, which is higher than the
State’s limit for hazardous waste. The soluble lead
concentration standard for special waste is 100 mg/l, a
level where disposal of the waste will not significantly
threaten groundwater in a properly designed, con-
structed and operated non-hazardous waste landfill.

DTSC determined that the waste is not federally
regulated as hazardous waste, but is classified as a hazard-
ous waste under California law. The lead levels in the
demolition waste meet the lead standards for special
waste. On April 15, 2004, DTSC approved the classifi-
cation of the lead contaminated waste as special waste.

Landfill Variance

Special waste may be disposed of at a non-hazardous
waste landfill, if certain requirements are met. This
proposed variance would allow the special waste to be
disposed of at the Monterey Peninsula Landfill as long
as the requirements in the variance are followed.

The landfill consists of  several modules. DTSC
determined that Module 3 is the suitable module
because it is equipped with a liner and a leachate
collection and removal system, and is more protective
than some of  the other modules.

DTSC proposes to grant a Special Waste Disposal
Variance with specific conditions including the following:
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Where can I find the site related documents?

The Draft Special Waste Disposal Variance and CEQA
Draft Negative Declaration can be reviewed at the
following Information Repositories:
Fort Ord Administrative Record
Presidio of Monterey Annex, Building 4463, Gigling Rd.
Ord Military Community, CA  93944
Appointments recommended: (831) 393-9186
http://www.fortordcleanup.com

Seaside Branch Library
550 Harcourt Avenue, Seaside, CA  93955 (831) 899-2537
California State University Monterey Bay Library
100 Campus Center, Building 12, Third Street
Seaside, CA  93955 (831) 582-3733

Department of Toxic Substances Control
1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA  95814    Contact Ms. Li
Tang for an appointment at (916) 322-2505.
The documents are available on the DTSC Web site at

www.dtsc.ca.gov.

What happens next?

After the public comment period has ended, DTSC
will review and consider all written comments received
and make a final determination on whether or not to
approve the CEQA Negative Declaration and grant the
Special Waste Disposal Variance. Anyone who submit-
ted written comments will receive DTSC’s Response to
Comments document. This document will include all
comments submitted during the comment period and
DTSC’s responses. A copy of  the Response to Com-
ments will be placed in the Information Repositories
(see locations above).

Glossary of Terms
Groundwater - Water beneath the earth’s surface that
flows through soil and rock openings, and often serves
as a primary source of  drinking water.

Leachate - Liquids that have been generated from or
came in contact with disposed waste; liquids that percolate
through disposed waste to the bottom of the landfill.

Special Waste – Hazardous waste that meets the criteria
described in the Code of California Regulations, title 22,
section 66261.122; generally considered a hazardous waste
with concentrations higher than State levels, but lower than
federal levels; the primary hazard associated with the waste
is leaching of contaminants to surface water or groundwater..

Toxicity - Ability to harm human health or the
environment; one of  the criteria used to determine
whether a waste is a hazardous waste.

· This variance only applies to waste from demoli-
tion of  the 573 Buildings at the former Fort Ord;

· Special waste disposal is only allowed in a desig-
nated area within Module 3;

· Municipal waste can’t be disposed on top of or
mixed with the special waste;

· Additional monitoring and reporting of leachate,
groundwater, and storm water is required;

· DTSC imposed controls on surface water and
leachate; and

·     Delivery of special waste is not allowed during peak
hours (1:30- 3:30 pm weekdays) until the left turn lane
from Del Monte Blvd. to Charlie Benson Ln. is built..

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), DTSC reviewed the variance application and
prepared an Initial Study and Draft Negative Declara-
tion. These CEQA documents explain DTSC’s
proposed decision. DTSC determined that the disposal
of the special waste at this landfill will not have a
significant impact on human health or the environment.
This determination is subject to the conditions of  the
draft variance, including regulatory oversight.

How do I participate in this Decision?

The public comment period will start October 11,
2005 and end November 10, 2005.  You are encouraged
to review and comment on the Draft Special Waste
Disposal Variance and CEQA Draft Negative Declaration.

Attend DTSC’s public workshop on October 24, from
7:00 to 9:30 p.m., at Marina City Hall, 211 Hillcrest Ave.,
Marina, California 93933.  During this workshop, DTSC
will explain the draft variance and CEQA documents,
answer any questions, and encourage discussion. Only
written comments will accepted as formal comments.

You may also send written comments on the Draft Special
Waste Disposal Variance and the CEQA Draft Negative
Declaration to Ms. Li Tang, Project Manager, DTSC,
P. O. Box 806, Sacramento, CA 95812-0806 or e-mail
ltang@dtsc.ca.gov by 5:00 p.m. on November 10, 2005.

For More Information
Ms. Li Tang, DTSC, Project Manager
(916) 322-2505 or ltang@dtsc.ca.gov

 Kris Escarda, DTSC, Public Participation Specialist
(916) 255-6683 or kescarda@dtsc.ca.gov

Media inquires:  Mr. Ron Baker, Public Information
Office (916) 324-3142 or  rbaker@dtsc.ca.gov
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Kris Escarda, Public Participation Specialist
California Environmental Protection Agency
Department of  Toxic Substances Control
8800 Cal Center Drive
Sacramento, CA  95826

Inside:   You are invited to comment on the
Draft Special Waste Disposal Variance for
the Monterey Peninsula Landfill

ARE YOU ON DTSC’s MAILING LIST?
If  you would like to be on the mailing list, fill out the information below and mail back to:

Department of  Toxic Substances Control, Attn: Kris Escarda, 8800 Cal Center Drive, Sacramento, CA  95826
Please print name and address clearly.

Name:
Address:

City/State/Zip:
Phone: Fax: E-mail:
Comment:

 Please take me off the mailing list.
Note: While the mailing list is solely for DTSC use, the list is considered a public record.

Notice to People with Hearing Impairments
You can obtain additional information by using the California State Relay Service at: 1-888-877-5378.

Ask them to contact Kris Escarda regarding the former Fort Ord.

Cut out and mail

Anuncio
Si prefiere hablar con alguien en español acerca de ésta información, favor de llamar a Jesus Cruz, al
Departamento de Control de Substancias Tóxicas. El número de teléfono es (818) 551-2875


